
Sunday May 1, 2022
Carrie Redd

In our reading today the apostles have been arrested for teaching 
in the name of Jesus. The high priests were the holy leaders 
within Jerusalem, so the popularity and the following the apostles 
were able to achieve by healing the crippled beggar were quite 
bothersome to these holy leaders. Motivated by their jealousy, the 
Sanhedrin forbid the apostles from preaching in the name of 
Jesus. The apostles, however, continue to preach despite  being 
arrested and imprisoned. They continued to preach knowing that 
they were at risk of worsening punishment. 
In a way I believe the apostles feel vindicated - Jesus rose from 
the dead as he said he would, and powerful - they were able to 
heal a crippled beggar in his name, but now they are at odds with 
the Sanhedrin. With this new confidence, and filled by the Holy 
Spirit, they were propelled to continue their preaching in the name 
of Jesus.
So should we all feel as confident in our faith as to live as Jesus 
has asked. So should we all feel as confident as to endure 
adversity knowing that God is in control of our life and will carry us 
through our suffering. The apostles showed us that faith can do 
this. So should we all feel as empowered by the Holy Spirit.



Memorial of Saint Athanasius, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Monday, May 2, 2022
Carmen Ramirez
The crowd, after having had their bread, go in search for Jesus. But, 
as Jesus knows, their search is misguided. Full tummy — happy 
heart, huh? Jesus provided the food of eternal life, and they go out 
to look for him hoping he could satiate their physical hunger again. 
 

Like the crowd, we can become a little bit distracted and obsessed 
with earthly things. We often give our time and energy to things that 
will only satisfy us for a short period of time. Things that distract us 
from dreaming, hoping, and loving. Things that distract us from 
becoming our true selves. And it makes me wonder, what is my 
loaf? How is it distracting me from becoming the person I want to be 
in life? How is it distracting me from becoming the person God 
created me to be? Even if I cannot answer my questions at this 
moment, God knows me, my loaves, and my heart’s greatest 
desires.
 

You know, I say that my curiosity led me to my faith, and my faith 
led me to my God. And it is true. I just didn’t know what I was 
curious about. Today’s readings helped me see that it has been 
about LOVE all along. I was curious for love. 
My prayer for us today is that as we continue to see, feel, and 
believe in love our curiosity increases the desire to keep seeking 
Jesus.

   

Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles
Tuesday, May 3 2022
Diane Huck

Today we celebrate the feast of two apostles, St. Philip and St. 
James. They were among 
those chosen by Jesus 
early in his ministry to be 
his inner circle, his first 
followers and disciples. 

Philip is quoted in today’s 
gospel, asking Jesus to 
“show us the Father, and 
that will be enough for us” 
(Jn 14:8). James is the 
a u t h o r o f a N e w 
Testament letter, giving 
advice to the early Church 
on practical Christian 
living. Both men preached 
t h e C r o s s a n d 
Resurrection of Jesus to 
Jews and Gentiles in 
J e r u s a l e m , G r e e c e , 
Phrygia and Syria.  Both 
died as martyrs.

As we continue our Easter 
j ou rney, may we be 
inspired by these saints to 
see God in all the details 
of our lives and to bring 
the Word of God into our 
world.

“O God, who gladden us each year with the feast day of the 
Apostles Philip and James, grant us, through their prayers, a 
share in the Passion and Resurrection of your Only Begotten Son, 
so that we may behold you for eternity.”



Wednesday, May 4, 2022
James Skinner

Times are bad. Severe persecution has the early church in its 
grip, and all except the apostles are scattered. Stephen, deacon 
and first martyr, is buried. Saul violently drags men and women 
away and imprisons them. Still there is hope because Phillip goes 
to Samaria, proclaims Christ, cures the possessed, the paralyzed 
and crippled. And there is great joy in the city of Samaria!
 
It is this joy among the people that strikes me—may we all have 
reason to feel joy this Easter season. Even with this persecution, 
the message of the church has been put in motion. These days of 
course we do not have to look far to see the same violent 
disasters and ills we have always had, but there is reason for joy 
in the Church and Christianity. Perhaps we too in our own city can 
look forward to taking joy in some kind of virtue and revelation.
 
In the gospel reading Jesus offers the bread of life to all, and 
says: "Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I 
will not reject anyone who comes to me." The universality of this 
message amazes me and is a source of joy. Again, there is a 
reference to those who have seen but did not believe. Jesus 
explains his spiritual mission to the crowd—it is up to us to 
believe.

Thursday, May 5, 2022
Sr. Helene Rueffer

In today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Saul is on a 
mission to imprison the followers of the WAY.  However, the Lord 
had other plans for him. 

On his way to Damascus, he was knocked off his horse and heard 
a voice, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me”? Afterwards, 
Saul remained blind for 3 days until the prophet Ananias was sent 
to cure him.  Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit and was baptized 
and began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues and ultimately 
became the Apostle to the Gentiles.

What have been your conversion experiences?  I’m sure there are 
many but perhaps not so dramatic.  My “conversion” experiences 
are when I don’t want to do something and I claim I am too tired or 
too old.  Daily there are many other opportunities to have a 
change of heart:  when there is an opportunity to gossip or 
criticize someone and I refrain; when I don’t want to do something 
but I do it anyway; when I don’t feel like being kind but I make the 
effort etc.

God’s voice prompts us too to have changes of heart if we are 
open to His Spirit.

Risen Jesus help us to listen to Your Voice.



Friday, May 6, 2022
Nini Mebrahtu

I will greatly rejoice in my Lord, my soul shall be joyful ln my 
God.  He has clothed me with the garment of salvation.  He 
has covered me with robe of righteousness, as the 
bridegroom decks himself with ornament, as the a bride 
adores herself with her jewel, for as the earth brings forth its 
bud as the garden. Amen.  

Saturday, May 7 2022
Joe Roach

“He gave her his hand and raised her up, and when he had called 
the holy ones and the widows, he presented her alive. This 
became known all over Joppa, and many came to believe in the 
Lord.” Acts 
“You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and 
are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” John’s Gospel 
I feel like the last lines of the readings today are simply giving us 
reminders to BELIEVE in the Easter miracle. By faith in the risen 
Lord, Peter was able to raise Tabatha from the dead. And Simon 
Peter vowed to follow Christ wherever he would lead. 

~~~~ 
I really want to 
take this moment 
to thank everyone 
that helped us in 
the preparation, 
planning, and 
ministry of Holy 
Week, musicians, 
vocalist, ushers, 
lectors, greeters, 
our nurse, 
sacristans (of 
course), altar 
servers, 
decorators, and 
our priests and 
deacon.   Without 
our amazingly 
involved faith 
filled community, 
we would not 
have the special 
spirit filled 
liturgies, so… 
Thank you.


