
Third Sunday of Advent 
Gen Cassani, ssnd



Third Monday of Advent 
Paul Lynch 

When the religious leaders ask Jesus by what authority he is doing 
“these things,” they may be referring to a number of Jesus’s recent 
ac<ons. He has just driven the money changers out of the temple, he 
has healed the blind and the lame, and he has quoted the Psalms to 
explain why the children in the temple are praising him as the Son of 
David: “Out of the mouths of infants and nurslings,” Jesus recites, “you 
have brought forth praise.” Even children get that Jesus is special.   

In this interac<on with the religious authori<es, Jesus refuses to answer 
a dishonest ques<on. Note that the authori<es are not worried about 
whether their answer to Jesus’s own ques<on is right or wrong. They’re 
worried about how their answers might make them look. I suspect they 
know exactly where Jesus’s authority comes from. They just can’t 
figure out why He has it and they don’t.  

I find it useful some<mes to think of the religious leaders of Jesus’s day 
like many of the religious leaders of our own: so protec<ve of their own 
authority that they cannot recognize it when it comes from someone 
unexpected. And who could be more unexpected than some carpenter 
from a backwater like Nazareth? Remembering that—and remembering 
that nurslings and infants get what’s going on before the wise and the 
learned do—makes it possible to imagine that a poor one born on a 
barn floor might be the savior of the world. 

Third Tuesday of Advent 
Sister Janet Crane, SSND 

The parable that Jesus presents in the Gospel for today (Mt 21: 28-32) 
is every parents’ experience.  The parent asks for a task to be done and 
gets a full-blown argument. However, the task gets done!   So the 
parent asks again and “Yes, Yes!” is the response. But nothing gets 
done, usually with a long string of excuses.   The big ques<on, Jesus 
poses so “Who did the will of the Father?”   

Ah, so what is your 
opinion? 

Of course, everyone 
would say the first 
child.  With this 
obvious answer 
comes a teaching!   

How true is it that 
we can look around 
us for what we see 
as the speakers and 
proclaimers of God’s 
hopes and will for 
us.   They look 
worthy, educated 
and profound, the 
kind of people we 
think God would pick to do good works. Yet nothing happens.  Later we 
find out it was the unsuspec<ng person who really did the works of God 
by sharing what they had.  

Recently I found I had tasks that I needed help with.  Though I asked 
around, everyone was too busy.  Along came a coworker with a cart full 
of boxes, a person who could give me a string of excuses. Smiling they 
asked to help.  Their smile and help encouraged me so much that I 
wanted to proclaim that the coworker brought the HOPE of God to me.  
What is your opinion?



Third Thursday of Advent 
O WISDOM 

Tom Brinkman 

Today begins the seven-day series of “O an<phons” leading up to 
Christmas Eve.  With these powerful references to Jesus as the 
fulfillment of old-testament and modern-day hopes, we affirm 
that he is the One for whom we wait during Advent.  The an<phon 
from evening prayer and the alleluia verse at Mass today both 
proclaim “O Wisdom…”  Jesus, the Word, is that wisdom in the 
flesh.  We ask Him to come and show us the path of knowledge, 
the way to salva<on.  If wisdom can lead us to salva<on, then 
what could be more precious to gain from life in this world?  
Nothing is more desirable according to the writer of Proverbs… 
“for wisdom is beeer than jewels, and all that you may desire 
cannot compare with her.” 
  
The hymn, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sets these ancient 
an<phons to music in one of the only truly “Advent” songs that we 
hear in our popular holiday culture.  Christmas is only a liele over 
a week away.  Let’s pray for that wisdom to lead us on the path of 
peace, health and love during this season and into the new year.

Third Wednesday of Advent 
Harrison Sand 

In today’s gospel, Jesus is asked, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
should we look for another?” Jesus does not respond by saying “yes,” 
instead he reminds them of the things that they have seen him do: 
curing the blind, cleansing lepers, and even raising the dead. Jesus is 
saying very plainly in this list that he is the word made flesh. He is the 
ac<on of what has been foretold. 

Advent is infused with the idea of transforming thoughts and words 
into ac<on. The prophe<c words are transformed into ac<on with the 
birth of Jesus.  

This is a reminder for us to transform our thoughts and words into 
ac<on. In this gospel, Jesus reminds us that being a Chris<an is not 
just about what we say or think, but is instead defined by our ac<ons. 
Jesus does not iden<fy himself by saying he is The Christ, but rather 
iden<fies himself by the ac<ons he, The Christ, has done.  

How do you define yourself? Do your ac<ons represent your self-
proclaimed iden<ty? What ac<ons will you do in this new liturgical 
year to show that you are a follower of Christ? 



Third Saturday of Advent 
O ROOT OF JESSE’S STEM 
Carrie Redd 

Trust in the Lord’s Narra<ve 

‘Tis the season for giving and 
receiving. Of course, our hearts 
should be more focused on the 
giving than the receiving during 
this holy Advent season, but it 
sure is nice to receive something 
now and then too! 

We might be thinking about a 
special Christmas present under 
the tree, or a special prayer for 
our self or a loved one. We 
might be sad when we don’t 
receive that special gig, or our prayer seems to have gone unanswered. 
On the other hand, we might end up with an interes<ng gig or blessing 
that we didn’t ask for, and aren’t quite sure what to do with! 

In the readings for December 19th we hear the stories of both Manoah 
and Zacharias, and the miraculous gigs they receive. By accounts neither 
Manoah nor his wife had asked God for a child, but in their advanced age 
they accept God’s gig and go on to bear Samson who will free Israel from 
the Philis<nes.  Zacharias and Elisabeth on the other hand had prayed for 
a child for many years, but it wasn’t un<l their very advanced age that 
their prayer was answered and would go on to bear John the Bap<st who 
would “prepare his people to be fit for the Lord.” 

I some<mes wonder how ogen we create our own disappointment as we 
try to control the narra<ve of our lives, rather than trust in God for the 
<ming of his wonderful gigs. For those who put their trust in God will 
never be disappointed.

Third Friday of Advent 
O ADONI 
Jennifer Gravert 

Angels appear to both 
Mary and Joseph and 
the Holy Spirit calls 
them into an incredible 
journey – to parent 
Emmanuel. I am struck 
by the bravery of their 
“yes!” Joseph is 
righteous and desires to 
keep Mary from shame, 
but God calls him to 
something greater. God 
calls Joseph to partner 
with Mary and walk 

with her.  Where does 
the Holy Spirit call us to be bold? To be brave? It might feel more 
comfortable to do things in our quiet, expected ways – but is the 
Holy Spirit calling us to walking with someone in a deeper way? A 
call to greater solidarity? Perhaps Mary and Joseph’s decisions 
perplexed their families and community - yet they trusted God 
with their en<re lives and changed the en<re course of history.   

As I reflect on Advent this year, I am experiencing Advent in an 
embodied way, as I am carrying a child of our own. There are so 
many unknowns, uncertain<es, and fears that come with carrying 
a baby, and also so much joy. I feel comforted by Mary and Joseph 
and by “Emmanuel” “God with us.” May we feel strengthened by 
their example, and their joined “yes” to the Holy Spirit’s invita<on. 

Br. Mickey McGrath, OSFS.


